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Tatiana Drobakhina’

CULTURAL INITIATIVES AS A BRIDGE
FOR CROSS REGIONAL COOPERATION

In 2019, the Eastern Partnership celebrated its 10th anniversary.
In this context, the President of the European Commission launched
a structured consultation on the future of the Eastern Partnership’.
The European Council endorsed this approach in June and tasked
the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and
the Commission to develop a new set of long term policy objectives
beyond 2020.

Art, culture, sport and voluntary activities enrich a society and
are essential to people’s quality of life, sense of community and
development. The Cultural Initiative gives culture a higher status as a
policy area.

Cultural Initiative has become an official term of UNESCO,
describing the impact of culture on a city, region, country. It was
implemented in several countries of EU? . Norway was the 1st one
to follow the 15-action plan that was created under this term. The
Government’s vision is for Norway to be a nation in which culture is
given prominence in all sectors of society.

The Cultural Initiative is implemented through targeted measures
and a general increase in allocations in the government budget to art,
culture and voluntary activity. It can be measured on the local, regional,
country and international level. The allocations from the state budget
were aimed to be 1% of the state budget. Other objectives set forth
in the action plan include strengthening the voluntary culture sector,

1. Drobakhina Tatiana - postgraduate student of project management department
DRIDU NADU info@dridunadu.dp.ua

2. Eastern partnership, Access mode: https://eeas.europa.cu/diplomatic-network/east-
ern-partnership/419/eastern-partnership_en

3. Support regional culture projects, Access mode: https://en.unesco.org/creativity/
policy-monitoring-platform/support-regional-culture-projects
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op* posing genre chauvinism and providing a framework in which the
culture sector can reflect the diversity in society, and improving the
living conditions for artists.

Regional integration, like globalization, is often perceived both as
posing a threat to, and as providing opportunities for, the promotion
of cultural diversity. Emphasizing the opportunities, the “Draft Dakar
Declaration on the Promotion of ACP Cultures and Cultural Industries™
expresses the potential for regional institutions to promote culture,
cultural diversity and intercultural dialogue, as well as the potential for
culture to promote regional integration . Besides the cultural initiatives
it is worth discussing issues like human security and diversity while
promoting the culture.

Speaking about the cultural interaction and regional integration it’s
fear to speak about the following dimension:

- how cultural initiatives promote human diversity and security
implementing regional integration;

- does the exposure of people with different cultures in regions
support their peaceful relationship;

- how might these cultural initiatives impact the economical climate
in the region?

The idea that increased contact between people will lead them to
like one another more underlies the contact hypothesis. The contact
hypothesis supposes that, under certain conditions, the more members
of different groups, such as different cultural groups or ethnic minorities
and majorities, interact with each other, the more they will grow to
have favourable attitudes toward each other. Founded upon this idea is
the immigration policy of multiculturalism.

Active multiculturalism is an approach that actively promotes
cultural diversity, whereas in “laissez-faire” multiculturalism, a

4. Assimilation by Merriam Webster. Access mode: https://www.merriam-webster.
com/dictionary/assimilation#:~:text=Assimilation%?20refers%20t0%20the%20
process,life%200f%20an%20embracing%20culture.

5. Draft Dakar Declaration on the Promotion of ACP Cultures and Cultural Industries.
Access mode: https://ocpa.irmo.hr/resources/docs/Dakar Declaration-en.pdf
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multiplicity of cultures is accepted. In contrast to multiculturalism
is the immigration policy of assimilation, which also has two main
variants: minority assimilation and melting-pot assimilation® .

Regional cooperation and integration can be promoted from either
a multiculturalism or assimilation immigration policy approach, and
the Dakar Declaration and UNESCO’s Convention on Culture, for
example, have clearly taken a multiculturalism approach. However,
these approaches remain theoretical. To understand the dynamics
between culture and human security, it is necessary to examine how
relations work in practice.

When people from different cultural backgrounds interact, they
can learn to interpret the meanings of actions and symbols within
the context of the other culture. This corresponds with the contact-
hypothesis condition that “the social interactions are intimate so that
the people get to know one another”. The condition that “the parties
enjoy equal status” can be reformulated as that they be positioned
as equals. This reveals that the requisite proposed by the contact
hypothesis that “the purpose of the interaction is cooperation rather
than competition” is a matter of interpretation. Given identical
situations, some people might interpret the situation as competitive,
while others interpret it as cooperative — and this will influence
their actions. If everyone interprets the situation as one that requires
cooperation, then that is the way it will become, as reflected in their
actions. In other words, the “social climate will be supportive”,
which is the final condition proposed by proponents of the contact
hypothesis. Given that individuals draw upon the available cultural
resources to attribute meanings, cultures that provide a diverse and
flexible arsenal of discursive tools for generating peaceful relations
will better facilitate peace, in contrast to those which will be more
prone to conflict.

6. Eastern partnership, Access mode: https://eeas.europa.cu/diplomatic-network/east-
ern-partnership/419/eastern-partnership_en
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Points to analyze the cross-regional cultural cooperation would be:

1. What are the new forms of cooperation that were created?

2. How supportive were they in terms of cultural diversity?

3. Where are there any volunteer activities that grew up under this
cooperation?

4. How easy was to attract citizens from the involved regions to
participate in the program?

5. Which resources were allocated to integrate the programme in the
cultural strategy of the region?

6. Who formed the board of the initiative team?

7. What was the attitude of the local authorities to these regional
cooperation projects?

8. What is the perspective of the initiative development?

9. How did the initiative impact regional policies in the area of
culture?

10. Did the initiative cause the appearance of new private investors?

Answers to the questions listed above will help understand the
impact of the cultural initiatives on regional cooperation, interest and
readiness of all stakeholders to cooperate in general.

For the Ukrainian realities and cross regional cooperation it would
be great to start the dialog between businesses and cultural institutions
and activists. We have some examples of such cooperation in the
Dnipropetrovsk region, for example the Center of Modern Culture was
created thanks to such an initiative.
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